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YIA’ .~ArCJ,ill/c//// , /;p/w/. hy; /LUl/lW I want to thank the panel for their attention to sepsis and for the opportunity 

Kelly L. Madison to speak before you today on behalf of the Menmgitis Foundation of 

America. 

My family was robbed of our son, Jason, by meningitis and the subsequent 

onset of sepsis. I’ve come to learn that sepsis moves quickly and knows no 

mercy. 

Ed Wiginton 

a 

Jason was a happy, healthy 14 year-old in iMay 1998. He loved his younger 

twin brothers, the Detroit Red Wing, WWF Wrestling, running track, and 

was lookin,o forward to starting his first summer job soon. One day after 

school he came down with what appeared to be a normal headache and flu. 

Nothing could be farther from the truth. 

The next momin,o, Jason’s symptoms worsened - in addition to the high 

fever, he was now starting to bruise and develop a rash. We knew somethmg 

was terribly wrong. My wife rushed Jason to the doctor’s office and by the 

time they arrived, new bruises were forming by the second. The doctor 

recogntzed that the infection was taking over his body and rushed him to the 

110sp1ta1. 

From that pornt on, it went downhill fast. The doctors said that Jason had 

Meningococcal Septtclmia. Due to the severity, the medical team decided to 

37 97 JjJl- &f f-.\ 42 - CA_1 .I- (-gk.j-Y;.i?P 

The Meningitis Foundation of America, Inc. 
7 155 Shadeland Station, Suite 190, Indianapolis, Indiana 46256-3922 l (3 17) 595-6383 l l-(800) 668-l 129 l fax (3 17) 595-6370 

www.musa.org 



, . 

Eci Wlgwzton Testimony - Page 2 

transport our son to a children’s hospital in Detroit. Jason didn’t even survive the 

transfer. 

I can’t begin to tell you what it is like to watch your child literally degenerate before 

your very eyes - and not be able to save him. 

Now I know first hand the devastation sepsis brings. I also know that decades have 

gone by without any new treatments and that physicians and families have little hope. 

My wife and I have dedicated our lives to trying to prevent other parents from having to 

go through the ordeal we did, and I am asking for your help. 

This terrible disease affects hundreds of families every day. Please do not let a day be 

wasted in an attempt to make new therapies - rather, new hope - available to fathers like 

me. 

Thank you. 
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Jason Ryan Wiginton 
10/29/83-05/14/W 

We are contributmg this star>- as a tribe 
to our son cancl brother. Jason R! an 
Wiglnton (1 O/%9/83-5/ 14/W) and also 
et parents knou the seriousness and 
leadI\- nature of this horrible disease. 1\ 
.vet-e ignorant to this discase and t-call! 
11dn’t ltnon- the sy1npt01ns. we he\\ 

,leningitis \\ras a diseasc,but we ciidn t 
:now it mlmvzked flu symptoms or 11ow 
ertous it rcall>~ was. 

IW 

to 

:I? 

There IS just not enough mformation out in the me&a to warn people about thts. My wife Patrxta does 
tn home health care as a private tlut) hams health a~tle. After thts happend to us, some of the I,f’N and 
RN nurses she x-arks Lvlth sad they reall>- never heard of or experienced what our so11 passed ;i\l, <LJ- 
from. 

He had a form of Mentngttls called /Icute Fulmmatmg ~Irntn~ococcemta. It 1s a blood potsontng tltdt 
acted so quack. that the t,actPrta wall\ dltln’t ha\‘? ttme to ttivad? 111s meninges He only h;ltl a small 
amount of bacteria tn his spinal fluttl. 

Well our ston- begtns on the mornmg of IvIa) 13.1998. .Jason got up and ivent to school as nornlal. Tht> 
only thing tltffwent \vas he xws going tw skattng that day on a sc-ho01 field trtp at a local ICP sl;;itlng 
sink. He motvrcl our lnlvn the day before to earn rnone!- for this field trip. I dropped some rrlone~ off ;it 
the school office th:lt morning uftrr I dr-opptd him off at sCh0ol anti soni? paper \~wk for a summerjol) 
he got hired for in the scl~ools x-hen school let out for thr suinmcr It I\-oulcl of been his 
ftrst job He \IXS so \\~rr-leti about the mane!’ and papt’r-\\ork, he xx’as \\altlng in thr offlrt: \vhrrl I 
returned. 

Jason apparentI>, mwlt on and had a blast on the field trlp anti returned to school. He had trac.k 
practice after school and went to that but left because he had a headache. He Ivalkecl home nl\’ II-If? 
\vot-ks midntghts and ~:hen she evoke ~117 at 4: 15PIbi. tlason nxs in 111s Win brothers room. tSdt11e anti 
Hrantlon. pla\-ing Nmterldo. Etitite st:rtrd that Jason had a ~tradachr. So XI?. ntfr askrtl ,Jaso:: IO cwtne 
Into the bathroom anti askd 111111 about It. He wasn’t rn~~ch to c~otnpl;nn l,c~t llr mnfttmrti tt. tits mot11 
said he felt a little lvarin. IIt this pomt she gave him a ~~ouple ot Tl-ltwol and sent horn to hts roo:n to l;ax 
on his 1~4. She cane in and c~~verwl liim up artd put 111s cx711n P, h-i 011 lO\\-. 2-1 fC’\\’ I~llTlLltrh lC::W !llS I,fsST 

frieild Danny called ant1 she brought tlir i,ol-cllrss phoiii- illtrj hire. He t(,ltl L>aIlli> he (d1ciII’t trrl gc)~ti :II~CI 
that the! ~vould get together another da). 

Shot-Q)- after I arrtveci home from \vork. I recentl! got a daJ- posltlon 111 the school dlStIxct 1 nor k at 5 

lveeks before. I \VRS so glad to get thts posttton bw;lusr I workrtl from 3 30 to tntclntght for all of the 
boys life. I could spend Inure tttne \vltll tn> fbm111 at ntght. iIt about 7 OOF’hl. tny m.tft‘ took ,Jason’s tetnp 
and It ~4x5 102°F. 1Lmr tltouglit it \\xs thr flu sitiw it \\-its yottig around. 4t around S:OOl-‘h~l ttl! \\plfv took 
111s temp agnm and tt I\-as St11 102 ‘F ,\t thts pomt slir gaI;e htm 2 ‘r~kllol and some ICC Ivatel’. 
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She trwd to get him to eat something and hc ret-used to cat. 
We had horn la>- in 111s bed agam. At this pomt 171~. \vife 
\varned him he had to drink something more or hc NHS 
going to deh>-drate. IFfe then drank some mow water. 

At 9:OOPM m! \\lfc took his temp. again It had risen to 
104.6”F. ,Jason uxs still cornpla1nIng of a headache. She 
told him It u as because of tile fcvcr ~VC ran a lukc warm 
bath for h1m and he soaked 111 It for 20 Inlnutes. 

After he got out of the bath \ve checked his ~c’mp. and It lid 
dropped to 101 “F. This made both of us rellevecl and \vc 
told hIIn to put on 111s pajamas and la! back do\\n. lie thcI1 
complalnd of brinz nauseated and vomltecl III a uxsie 
basket in his room. 

It Ix-as the only time he vomlted \\ith this IIIIIPSS. 

We debated about taking him to the ER but thought that they \\ould thmk \\‘c \\crc craq to bring him 111 
just being sick with flu-IIke symptoms for about 6 hrs. \Ve feel So h ou11t>- I lOW that XV? d1cln’t do that. 

Jf~our child gets sick like that SEEK MEI~ICAL ATTEN’I’ION I~fMEUIATEL\r’. \Vc do~l’t klwu II it volliti 
of made a differ-ence or not. as fast as this disease moved, bllt Jason might of had a flghtlng chancre. !.,I>, 
\vlfe left for \\rork that night and \vc agreed that if Jason \\asn’t an! better 111 the mornmg. hc \\ould lx 
going to the doctor’s office. My v-Ife thorlght of him all night at ~vork and ho\v he xas doing. It must of 
been that maternal InstincL She cried at u ork that nIyht \xorq ing about Jason. 

It xas a restless night for him. movln:, - from his bed to thp 11r;Ing room couch to try and get comfortable. 
Hc woke mc a couple of times durmg the n&t sahin, CJ hc u as thIrstI or that hc still had that hcadachc 
HIS temperature rvas l>rt\vPen 103°F ,antl 104’F. Thr nest InornIng~’ I found hltn Ia!-ing on the co~~ch 
\\lth t\vo empty JUK~ bows The\ \\w-cx for 111s brothers flelcl trip that da\ at school ad he lilK?\\~ that 
He said to me he was sory for tlr-11lk1ng them and I salti that there was no lieed to sa;,~ sorr->- l)w~atIst~ 
that \vas the best tlung for hIIn t-Ight nou IS 11quIds I c-allcd the school that. tnorn~tlg n1lti told tllr-m 
Jason \vould not br In. As I \vas lea\~~n, a for lvotk. In!- IvIfe uxs rettlr-nIng from lvork. Thus IS v-he~~ 
e\vyythmg merit clcni~~i the drain. 1 called her from m! \\or-kplace and asked If sllc got ill1 al,po”‘?“!c’Il’ for- 
the doctor. She Saud she was headln g up to the doctors right then because of somcth~ng that \vasn t 
normal <Jason had called for her to chcch out a bru~sc 011 111s knee hl x\lfc Pat chcclcc~l 1: ou: ,~nrl 
notIced a couplr of more bt-l1ist.s oti his ;11 111s. Sll? ;ilSO ll0tl~~~CI ;i iiIlC- I>111 lllICl< l.aS,h 011 1115 I>~iC~lx cilld 
chest. 

By the time Shr got him up to Port Huron from OLII- home 111 hlar: svIlle (about 15 tnIn:Ites au~;~>~1. J;~son 
had broken out all over 11-I tills rash Ilc could barcl~ get clressed arid \talh out to the car to gn 10 the 
doctors. Rut he asked 111s mom if he could ha\,~ a donut since he Ivas hungr>~. She Saud no lx~~:r~1sc she 
didn’t know of he uws gollig to ha\ c‘ to ha\ e surger) . She dicln t kilo\\~ \\ ha1 u as \\ rung u it11 111111 llu t shta 
gave him some lemonade and he drank half of a contalncr of that. 11’hen the\- got to tlIe doctors’ offIce, 
the I-cccptxx1Ist Saud the> \wuld Ila\ c to go ~I-OLIII~~ l>aclc hi-ausc of the r-ash and \txt theli- lLlrt1 Pat 
drddt x5-ait and just pushc~rl hci- \va> III R\, this time ljC ‘~s~n col~ld not \vallt for hImneif. The clnctor camt 
ruslllIlg out anti tuok One look at hItI x~tl l‘Lnc\v \\,11ut \i as gou1g 011 Jasorl \\ ;is br-~ilslll~ rlgllt l~~lr-~rc 
welTbody’s e?-es. The doctor said Jasorl ne~decl to go to tile llosy)ltnl right alva! 
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At that time Jason told his 
mom and the Dr. that he 
couldn’t walk. The) \vheeletl 
111rn to the car and at the 
hospital 
the\- \vheeled him in. 

http:/lwww.musa.org/Stories/jason-wiginton.htm 

The attendants at the ER told JTIJ- wife the>. ncedecl insurance information and the doctor said that he 
needed to be III an exammlng room noi\ and that mformatlon could be taken later. The doc~r got hnn 
into an examining room and clulckly started to exam hlm. ./it this trrne my wife called me at work and 
salci I needed to get to the hospital mm~ed~atel~~. The doctor then asked Pat to leave the worn since he 
had to do tests on Jason. 

iVeIl 1 can t even begIn to tell >-OIL \\-hat lven: through rnrrlc’ ,111d I’at s JTIIII~. I’m j(lst glatl 111s brot!lvrs 
didn’t see him l&x that. Our ,Jaso~l \\as gem, CT clo\!~~llxll fast The\ \\‘crc: tlraming 111s l:lnq ot tluld ,LII~~ 
his l3lood pressure mas shaky. At this point the doctor- was corrlrAllnicatrrl g wth C:hIlrll~en’s t lospltnl Ill 

Detroit. The doctor \\xs getting Jason read) 10 transport. l\!e thought hc \\as going to be xrlifled but 
that xvasn’t the case. Jason said he xT.anted a helicopter ride \vhcn I told him this and he also salcl he 
\vantccl to go hornc and hold 111s cat Tiger. I Ic \\‘a~ In a great d~nl of 1)“1n no\\’ an tl~e nurses got hml a 
stuffed animal to hold. 
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If aii~ body \~~ould like to conlact us for i~I1) reason, please feel free to do 
so. It is prey therapeutic to talk to people that have gone through or are 
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